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Governments delay access to public records during pandemic 


By DAVID A. LIEB 

As states prepared fo reo- 
pen their economies follow- 
INg coronavirus shutdowns 
last spring, The Associat- 
ed Press asked governors 
across the U.S. for records 
that could shed light on 
how businesses and health 


Officials influenced their 
decisions. 

Nine months later, after 
several more COVID-19 


surges and shutdowns, the 
AP. still has not received 
records from about 20 
states. Some outright de- 
nied the requests or sought 
payments the AP declined 
to make. Others have not 
resoonded, or said they still 
need more time. 

Public records have be- 
come harder to get since 
the world was upended by 
the pandemic a year ago. 
Governors, legislatures and 
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local officials have sus- 
pended or ignored laws 
setting deadlines fo re- 
soond fo records requests. 
They cited obstacles for 
staffers who are working at 
home or are overwhelmed 
with crisis Management. 
The result is that information 
that once took a few days 
or weeks to obtain now 
often takes months — de- 
priving the public of timely 
facts about decisions their 
leaders are making. 

“The pandemic rages on, 
but investigative journal- 
ism doesn’t halt. The pub- 
lic’s right to know doesn't 
cease To exist,” said Gu- 
nita Singh, a legal fellow at 
the Reporters Committee 
for Freedom of the Press, 
which has tracked nation- 
wide delays in responding 


to public records requests. 
Continued on next page 
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In this June 30, 2020, photo, a man passes a clothing shop with open signs in the window in 
Calexico, Calif. 
Associated Press 
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Tel: (+297) 280-0630 


Locations: The Cove Mall (8AM-10PM) and Medcare at the Mill Resort (8:30AM-12:30PM). 
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In this Oct. 15, 2020, file photo, Hawaii Gov. David Ige speaks at 


a news conference at the Daniel K. Inouye International Airport 


in Honolulu. 


Continued from Front 

"Having these unnecessary 
measures in place that hin- 
der open government sets 
a terrible precedent," Singh 
sald. 

U.S. states and local gov- 
ernments are far from 


Associated Press 


alone in their deferrals and 
delays. Dozens of countries 
suspended or altered their 
right-to-information poll- 
cies last year while citing 
the pandemic, according 
to a joint tracking effort by 
the Centre for Law and De- 


mocracy and Access Info 
Europe. 
Open-government advo- 
cates have started to worry 
about potential long-last- 
ing effects. 

The pandemic could "give 
cover for emergency mea- 
sures tO come into force 
that could then over time 
become permanent,’ said 
Joe Powell, deputy CEO 
of the Open Government 
Partnership, a Washington, 
D.C.-based nonprofit that 
works with governments in 
78 countries, including the 
U.S., To promote transpar- 
ency and public participa- 
tion. 

Even before the pandemic, 
some government agen- 
cies routinely blew past 
their own deadlines for re- 
sponding to public records 
requests. But the number of 
such cases has grown over 
the past year, according to 
AP interviews with govern- 
ment watchdog groups. 
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New data indicates there 
has been both a higher 
demand for government 
information during the pan- 
demic and longer waits to 
obtain it. 

State, county and city gov- 
ernments experienced a 
sixfold increase in their time 
spent on public records re- 
quests last year, rising from 
an average of 346 hours 
in the first quarter to 2,121 
hours by the last quarter, 
according to an analysis 
by GovQA, a company 
that provides cloud-based 
software to manage public 
records requests. 

That surge was driven by 
both the volume and com- 
plexity of requests. After 
shutdowns led to a dip in 
records requests accepted 
by government agencies 
from April to June, the num- 
ber of such requests shot 
Up by 23% over the rest of 
the year, according to the 
GovQA data. 

Processing delays were 
exacerbated by remote 
work, outdated public-re- 
cords laws, underfunded 
budgets and_ increased 
oversight from top admin- 
istrators wanting to review 
potentially sensitive data 
before it was released, said 
GovQA spokesperson Jen 
Snyder. 

The AP last May sought 
copies of communications 
about the coronavirus be- 
tween governors offices, 
state health directors and 
groups representing busi- 
nesses, health care provid- 
ers and local governments. 
By August, the AP had re- 
ceived records from about 
one-third of the states, re- 
vealing that some gover- 
nors had allowed business- 
es to help write the reopen- 
ing rules affecting their own 
industries. 

The AP. still has requests 
pending in Hawaii, Idaho, 
lowa, Kansas, Maine, New 
York and Texas. Illinois this 
past week finally provided 
74 pages of documents, 
heavily redacted. 


After months of repeated 
AP inquiries, Ohio Gov. 
Mike DeWine's office on 
March 3. released — just 
two documents from last 
soring — one from a hos- 
pital association propos- 
ing criteria for resuming 
elective procedures, the 
other from a mayor's group 
about guidelines for open- 
ing swimming pools and 
camps. A spokesperson for 
the Republican governor 
apologized for the delay, 
citing "human error’ for a 
breakdown of staff com- 
munication. 

Delaware Gov. John Car- 
ney was one of several 
chief executives who initial- 
ly susoended the state's re- 
sponse deadline for public 
records requests during the 
coronavirus emergency. 
With no end to the pan- 
demic in sight, the Demo- 
cratic governor reversed 
course and lifted the sus- 
pension in September. 

But Carney's administra- 
tion did not fulfill the AP's 
request until Feb. 10, when 
it provided 109 pages of 
documents and a note 
that more could come 
later. Though most were 
merely press clippings, the 
records included emails 
from representatives of car 
dealers, home builders and 
other industries seeking to 
keep operating during a 
shutdown. 

More than a_ half-dozen 
states — Connecticut, Ha- 
wail, Indiana, Mississippi, 
New Hampshire, Rhode 
Iskand and Washington — 
continue to susoend some 
open-records requirements 
through gubernatorial or- 
ders, according to an AP 
review of public-records 
policies. 

Hawaii Gov. David lge, a 
Democrat, took the most 
sweeping action when he 
suspended the state's en- 
tire open-records law _ in 
March 2020. lge eased the 
suspension under pressure 
from open-government 
advocates._]} 


ie 1 BYANG 











In this Feb. 25, 2021, Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the Na- 
tional Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, listens as 
President Joe Biden speaks during an event to commemo- 
rate the 50 millionth COVID-19 shot in Washington. 

Associated Press 


Fauci: Trump should 
urge his followers 
to get vaccinated 


By MICHELLE LIU 
Associated Press 

Dr. Anthony Fauci said 
Sunday he wishes former 
President Donald Trump 
would use his popular- 
ity among Republicans 
to persuade more of his 
followers to get the CO- 
VID-19 vaccine. 

IN a round of interviews 
on the moring news 
shows, the government's 
top infectious disease 
expert lamented polling 
showing that Trump sup- 
porters are more likely to 
refuse to get vaccinated, 
saying politics needs to 
be separated from "com- 
monsense, no-brainer’ 
oublic health measures. 
Fauci said it would be a 
"game changer’ for the 
country's vaccine efforts if 
the former president used 
his “incredible influence” 
among Republicans. 

"If he came out and said, 
‘Go and get vaccinated. 
It's really important for 
your health, the health 
of your family and the 
health of the country,’ it 
seems absolutely inevi- 
table that the vast ma- 
jority of people who are 
his close followers would 
listen to him," Fauci told 
"Fox News Sunday." 

There was no immediate 
comment from the former 
president's office Sunday. 
Trump has urged people 
to get vaccinated, doing 
sO again two weeks ago 
ata conservative political 
gathering in Florida. 


But he hasnt been 
among former presidents 
and other public officials 
who have been vacci- 
nated on camera to en- 
courage others to get the 
shot. 

It was revealed only re- 
cently that he was vac- 
cinated in private at the 
White House before leav- 
ing office in January. 
Trump did not appear 
IN a new public service 
campaign for the CO- 
VID-19 vaccine that in- 
cluded former Presidents 
Jimmy Carter, Bill Clin- 
ton, George W. Bush and 
Barack Obama. 

Polls have shown Republi- 
cans joining Black people 
and other groups in ex- 
oressing greater skepti- 
cism than others about 
the safety of the vaccine. 
Fauci said he doesn't un- 
derstand the resistance. 
"What is the problem 
heree This is a vaccine 
that is going to be lifesav- 
ing for millions of people,” 
he said on NBC's "Meet 
the Press.” 

He added: "| mean, | just 
cant comprehend what 
the reason for that is when 
you have a vaccine that's 
94-95% effective and it is 
very safe. | just don't get 
it." 

The number of vaccine 
doses distributed and ad- 
ministered each day in 
the U.S. is rising, with more 
than 2.5 million daily shots 
in arms On average in the 
last week. LL) 
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., walks from the House floor, during the vote on the Demo- 
crat's $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief bill, on Capitol Hill, Wednesday, March 10, 2021, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


Pelosi pledges swift work on 
major infrastructure package 


By HOPE YEN 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
los) on Sunday pledged 
swift work by Congress on 
Qa job and_ infrastructure 
package that will be "fis- 
cally sound," but said she 
isn't sure whether the next 
major item on. President 
Joe Biden's agenda will at- 
tract Republican backing. 
Fresh off a major legislative 
victory on the $1.9 trillion 
virus relief package that 
passed on near-party lines, 
Democrats face long and 
tough battles ahead in win- 
ning GOP endorsement of 
the administration's plans. 
Road- and bridge-building 
legislation has a long his- 
tory of support from both 
parties as lawmakers dim 
to deliver on projects back 
home. But Republicans dis- 
agree with Biden's focus on 
the environment and the 
possibility of financing any 
program with debt after 
the government borrowed 
heavily to address the 
economic fallout from the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
"Building roads and bridges 
and water supply systems 
and the rest has always 
been bipartisan, always 
been bipartisan, except 
when they oppose it with 
a Democratic president, 
as they did under President 
Obama, and we had to 
shrink the package," said 
Pelosi, D-Calif. 


"But, nonetheless, hopeful- 
ly, we will have bipartisan- 
ship, she said. 

Pelosi has directed key 
Democratic lawmakers to 
begin working with Repub- 
licans on a "big, bold and 
transformational infrastruc- 
ture package.’ 

During the — presidential 
campaign, Biden laid the 
groundwork by propos- 
ing $2 trillion in "“acceler- 
ated" investments to shift to 
cleaner energy, build half 
a million charging stations 
for electric vehicles, sup- 
port public transit and re- 
pair roads and bridges. The 
plan emphasizes the impor- 
tance of creating union- 
ized jobs and addressing 
climate change. 

The White House originally 
planned to come out with 
a plan in February, but 
more recently hasn't com- 
mitted to a timeline. A roll- 
out Is likely to slide into April 
as the administration em- 
barks on a nationwide push 
over the coming weeks to 
sell Americans on the ben- 
efits of the COVID-19 relief 
bill. 

Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., 
chairman of the Senate En- 
vironment and Public Works 
Committee, and Rep. Peter 
DeFazio, D-Ore., chairman 
of House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Commit- 
tee, hope to pass a bill out 
of their committees in May. 
The package could _in- 


clude policy changes — on 
green energy and immi- 
gration — and even try to 
make permanent some of 
the just-opassed COVID-19 
assistance such as child tax 
credits. 

'It is going to be green and 
it is going to be big," De- 
Fazio told The Associated 
Press. 

Democrats used a_ fast- 
track budget process 
known as reconciliation to 
approve Biden's COVID-19 
relief plan without Repub- 
lican support, a strategy 
that succeeded despite 
the reservations of some 
moderates. 

But work on passing in- 
frastructure legislation in 
a Senate split 50-50 with 
Vice President Kamala Har- 
ris providing a tiebreaking 
vote will probably prove 
more difficult. Moderate 
Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W. 
Va., recently made clear 
he will block infrastructure 
legislation if Republicans 
aren't included. 

Wyoming Sen. John Bar- 
rasso, the No. 3 Senate Re- 
oublican, said he wants to 
see bipartisan support for 
an infrastructure — legisla- 
tion. But he said the House 
in the last Congress refused 
to embrace a $287 billion 
bill Unanimously passed by 
a Senate committee and 
changed it in a way that 
Republicans could not 
accept.) 
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Winter storm closes roads | in Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska 


The Associated Press 

A powerful late winter 
snowstorm intensified over 
the central Rocky Moun- 
tains on Sunday with heavy 
snow and wind leading to 
airoort and road closures, 
power outages and ava- 
lanche warnings in parts of 
Colorado, Wyoming and 
Nebraska. 

The National Weather Ser- 
vice in Wyoming called it a 
"historic and crippling" win- 
ter storm that would cause 
extremely dangerous fo 
impossible travel conditions 
through at least early Mon- 
day. 

Major roads southeast of a 
line that crosses diagonally 
from the southwest corner 
of Wyoming to its north- 
east corner were closed 
Sunday, including roads in 
and out of Cheyenne and 
Casper. 

The Wyoming Department 
of Transportation susoend- 
ed plowing operations in 
the Casper area Sunday 
due to heavy snow and a 
lack of visibility, the agen- 
cy said. "We had several 
plows drive off the road- 
way due fo limited to zero 
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Drew Carey clears snow from the walkway of his home as a snowstorm rips across the intermoun- 
tain West Sunday, March 14, 2021, in Denver. 


visibility,’ the agency said 
on Its Facebook page. 

Farther south, a record of 
over 2 feet (61 centime- 
ters) of snow had _ fallen 
just outside Cheyenne by 
noon Sunday, the weather 
service reported. A SNOTEL 
site at Windy Peak in the 
Laramie Range reported 52 
inches (1.3 meters) of snow 
in a 24-hour period end- 
ing Sunday morning, the 


weather service said. 

A person who answered 
the phone at the Love's 
Travel Stop in Cheyenne, 
but declined to give his 
name, said 98 trucks were 
Stranded there. They were 
taking fuel out a can ata 
time to fill Up generators 
on the trucks to keep their 
refrigerators or freezers run- 
ning, he said. 

Interstate 80 was closed 


Associated Press 


across southern Wyoming 
and into the Nebraska pan- 
handle, where 19 inches (48 
centimeters) of snow were 
reported just south of Ger- 
ing, Nebraska. Interstate 25 
was closed north from Fort 
Collins, Colorado, to its end 
at Buffalo, Wyoming. 

Denver Public Schools are 
taking a snow day on Mon- 
day, as will schools in Chey- 
enne and Casper in Wyo- 


ming. Some government 
offices in those areas also 
will be closed Monday. 

At Denver — International 
Airport, the runways were 
closed just before noon 
Sunday due to blowing 
snow and poor visibilities. 
"Many flights have already 
been canceled so the run- 
way closures have minimal 
impacts," airport officials 
said in social media posts. 
More than 19 inches (48 
centimeters) of snow had 
fallen at the airport by 11 
a.m. Sunday, the weather 
service said. 

The Northern Colorado Re- 
gional Airport that serves 
the Fort Collins and Love- 
land areas was closed Sun- 
day morning after receiv- 
ing a foot (380 centimeters) 
of snow, according to the 
airport's social media ac- 
counts. An avalanche 
warning was in effect Sun- 
day for the Rocky Moun- 
tains west of Fort Collins, 
Boulder, Denver and Colo- 
rado Springs where "intense 
snowfall will cause large 
and destructive avalanch- 
es, Colorado Avalanche 
Center said.L] 





Reports: Cuomo vaccine czar's loyalty calls raise concerns 





In this March 3, 2010 file photo, Larry Schwartz listens to a news 
conference at the Capitol in Albany, N.Y. 


NEW YORK (AP) — A long- 
time adviser to New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo ledad- 
ing the state's COVID-19 
vaccine rollout has been 
calling county executives 
to gauge their loyalty to 
the Democratic governor 
amid a sexual harassment 
investigation, | according 
to reports in The Washing- 
ton Post and The New York 
Times. 


Associated Press 


One Democratic county 
executive, who was not 
named by the newspapers, 
was so disturbed by the call 
from vaccine "czar" Larry 
Schwartz that the execu- 
tive filed notice of an im- 
pending ethics complaint 
with the public integrity unit 
of the state attorney gen- 
eral's office on Friday, the 
newspapers reported. 

The executive feared the 


county's vaccine supply 
could suffer if the executive 
did not indicate support for 
Cuomo, the Post reported. 

Schwartz served as secre- 
tary to the governor from 
2011 until 2015 and has ad- 
vised Cuomo off and on 
since then. He returned last 
spring to assist the adminis- 
tration with the response to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Schwartz, who is working 
in a volunteer capacity to 
run New York's vaccine dis- 
tribution, acknowledged 
making the calls to county 
executives, buf fold the 
Post he did not discuss vac- 
cines in the conversations. 

‘| did nothing wrong," 
Schwartz told the newspa- 
per. ‘| have always con- 
ducted myself in a manner 
commensurate to a high 
ethical standard." 

But the phone calls could 
raise questions about an 
intermingling of politics with 
the state's coronavirus re- 
sponse. 

"People do not see calls 


coming from the gover- 
nor's mansion as somebody 
wearing one hat and then 
putting on another hat,’ 
Arthur Caplan, director of 
medical ethics at the NYU 
Grossman School of Medi- 
cine, told the Post. "If you 
are in control of a vital sup- 
oly of a lifesaving resource 
like vaccines, you are car- 
rying aN enormous amount 
of implicit clout when you 
ask for political allegiance." 
Cuomo Is facing allegations 
that he sexually harassed or 
behaved inappropriately 
toward six women, includ- 
ing several former staffers. 
He has denied touching 
any women _ inappropri- 
ately. 

The three-term governor 
has rejected calls for his res- 
ignation from fellow Demo- 
crats, including New York's 
two U.S. senators, Chuck 
Schumer and Kirsten Gilli- 
brand, and has asked New 
Yorkers to await the results 
of an investigation headed 
by state Attorney General 


Letitia James. 

Schwartz told the Post that 
the calls he made to assess 
political support for Cuomo 
were distinct from the role 
he plays in the vaccination 
effort. 

"| did have conversations 
with a number of County 
Executives from across the 
State to ascertain if they 
were maintaining their pub- 
lic position that there is an 
ongoing investigation by 
the State Attorney General 
and that we should wait for 
the findings of that investi- 
gation before drawing any 
conclusions,» he wrote in 
an email. 

Beth Garvey, acting coun- 
sel to the governor, said in 
a statement emailed to The 
Associated Press through a 
Cuomo spokesperson on 
Sunday that any assertion 
Schwartz "acted in any 
way unethically or in any 
way other than in the best 
interest of the New Yorkers 
that he selflessly served is 
patently false."L) 
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THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Dutch police used a 
water cannon and officers 
on horseback galloped 
across a park in The Hague 
on Sunday to break up a 
protest against the govern- 
ment and its tough corona- 
virus lockdown on the eve 
of three days of voting in 
the general election. 
Hague police tweeted that 
they deployed riot officers 
to break up the protest af- 
ter hundreds of people de- 
fied repeated calls to go 
home. Earlier, they arrested 
one man for attacking an 
officer with a stick. 

An unknown number of 
orotesters were arrested as 
police broke up the dem- 
onstration. An AP photog- 
rapher saw a police dog 
bite one man as he was 
arrested by baton-wielding 
officers. 

Before the police ended 
the protest, several peo- 
ple carried a homemade 
banner emblazoned with 
the text in Dutch "Love & 
Freedom: No Dictatorship." 
Many others held yellow 
Umbrellas, which people 
taking part in = anti-lock- 
down protests in recent 
weeks have often carried. 
Another demonstrator cart- 





WORLD NEWS|A° MONDAY 15 MARCH 2021 
Dutch police break uP anti- “govi protest on eve of election 


= 


Dutch riot police arrest a man dudioré a demonstration to aries gavernmenl policies including 
the curfew, lockdown and coronavirus related restrictions in The Hague, Netherlands, Sunday, 


March 14, 2021. 


ed a makeshift set of stocks 
with a photo of Prime Min- 
ister Mark Rutte's head 
stuck in the middle and a 


sign saying: "If you love the 
Netherlands, vote them 
Out." 


Police tweeted before the 
scheduled start of the event 
that the maximum number 
of participants already had 
been reached. Hundreds 


more people arrived after 
the tweet, prompting au- 
thorities to halt trains head- 
ing to The Hague fo pre- 
vent more people making 
their way to the city. 

In recent weeks, smaller 
demonstrations have hap- 
pened in Amsterdam, 
with riot police repeatedly 
called in to shepherd away 
protesters who refuse to 


Associated Press 


leave. 

They reflect a growing im- 
patience among a small 
section of society at the 
lockdown that has seen 
businesses including bars, 
restaurants and museums 
shut down since mid-Octo- 
ber. Despite the lockdown, 
numbers of infections re- 
main stubbornly high. More 
than 16,000 people are 


confirmed to have died of 
COVID-19 in the Nether- 
lands. 

Meanwhile, party  lead- 
ers took to the airwaves to 
seek the support of unde- 
cided voters, but also to 
start jockeying for position 
before the formation of the 
country's next governing 
coalition. 

In a television talk show air- 
ing SUnday evening on na- 
tional broadcaster NPO1, 
Christian Democrat leader 
Wopke Hoekstra said he 
would prefer to continue 
ruling in the outgoing four- 
party coalition led by Rutte. 
Rutte, in turn, said the Chris- 
tian Democrats are the 
most natural partner for his 
conservative People's Party 
for Freedom of Democra- 
Cy. 

"This is a real bromance," 
said Jesse Klaver, leader of 
the Green Left party. 

The comments foreshadow 
what could be a lengthy 
process of forming the next 
coalition after three days of 
coronavirus-affected  vot- 
ing wrap up Wednesday 
night. 

A record 37 parties are tak- 
ing part in the election for 
the 150 seats in Parliament's 
lower house. LL] 





Mexico's last island penal colony may now host cruise =n 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi- 
can officials said ferries 
and cruise ships may soon 
be visiting the former Isla 
Marias prison, after the last 
iskand penal colony in the 
Americas was closed and 
turned into an environmen- 
tal education center in 
2019. 

The education camp hasn't 


gone very well — only 40 
youths have been trained 
on the island — and the 


administration of President 
Andrés Manuel Lopez Ob- 
rador is now trying a differ- 
ent tack, because the is- 
land hasn't been offsetting 
the costs associated with 
keeping it open. 

Officials said Saturday they 
are planning to build a 
dock for larger ships on the 
Iska Madre main island, the 
only one of the four Marias 
iskands that is inhabited. 
Visitors will be able to tour 
the remote island jail, but 


not stay overnight. Tourism 
Secretary Miguel Torruco 
described future tours. 

"The experience begins with 
the cruise ship or ferry arriv- 
ing from Mazatalan or San 
Blas, to Isla Madre, and on 
the voyage the passengers 
can admire the beauty of 
the ocean," Torruco said. It 
would be quite a long ride; 
the four islands are located 
70 miles (110 kilometers) off 
the Pacific coast of Nayarit 
state. 

"Visitors will have their first 
contact with the former is- 
land prison which for 100 
years shelfered numerous 
criminals," Torruco said. Of- 
ficials compared it to the 
now-closed U.S. prison at 
Alcatraz, and said tourist 
visits Could start within three 
months. 

The penal colony, found- 
ed in 1905, passed through 
some periods of infamous 
brutality, and as recently as 


2013, the Islas Marias held 
8,000 inmates. 

The hemisphere was once 
dotted with remote island 
jails like the one depicted 
in the movie "Papillon," but 
they all gradually closed. 
When Panama closed its 
Iska Coiba penal colony in 
2004, Isla Marias became 
the last one remaining in 
the Americas. 

But far from the bloody 
reputation of places like 
Devil's Island — the French 
Guiana penal colony shut- 
tered in 1946 — toward the 
end, the Islas Marias har- 
bored many lower-risk or 
well-behaved inmates and 
the colony was viewed as 
a step toward release or re- 
habilitation. 

While the prison kept mass 
tourism at bay, the islands 
suffered severe environ- 
mental degradation from 
over a century of use as a 
penal colony. 
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In this March 17, 2019 file photo, a mural of Nelson Mandela, 
who spent many of his imprisoned years in an island prison in 
South Africa, adorns a gate in front of the dock where prison 
staff and inmates arrive in Navy boats to the now closed Islas 
Maria penal colony located off Mexico's Pacific coast. 


Iskand penal colonies were 
used around the world start- 
ing in the 1700s as remote, 
escape-proof places to 're- 
habilitate" inmates through 
hard labor. Often known as 
“orisons without bars," with 
the ocean serving as the 
most effective barrier to es- 


Associated Press 


cape, the penal colonies 
were also known for being 
at least in part self-support- 
ing and a way fo settle re- 
mote islands. 

But in the end, the Islas Ma- 
rias wound up costing Mex- 
ico far more per prisoner 
than did mainland jails.) 
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Watching the watchers: Who's at helm of E.U.'s border agency? 


By LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — The Ev- 
roopean Union's — border 
and coast guard agency 
Frontex, the pride of the 
27-nation bloc's vast ef- 
fort to keep watch over its 
frontiers and anyone who 
might try to enter without 
authorization, is itself under 
surveillance — and under 
fire. 

Almost literally sometimes: 
In the Aegean Sea, Turkish 
fighter jets and ships have 
buzzed Frontex aircraft or 
intimidated the agency's 
boats monitoring migrant 
movements in the narrow 
strip of sea between Tur- 
key and Greece's eastern 
islands. Turkish troops alleg- 
edly fired warning shots in 
the air at the land border 
TOO. 

And in the European Parlia- 
ment, calls have come for 
Executive Director Fabrice 
Leggeri to resign. Some 
lawmakers say he's mis- 
handled allegations that 
the agency was involved in 
fundamental violations of 
migrants’ rights. 

Charity groups and me- 
dia outlets accuse Frontex 
of denying people their 
right to apply for asylum — 
which is illegal under EU law 
and refugee treaties. They 
say it was also complicit 
in, or failed to prevent, al- 
leged pushbacks at sea 
by Greece's coastguard, 
where migrants were re- 
turned to Turkish waters. 
Although the agency was 
supposed to have hired 40 
fundamental rights officers 
by December, it still hasn't. 
An inquiry found no link be- 
tween Frontex and Aegean 
pushbacks. But the Parlia- 
ment has set up a "scrutiny 
group," to delve into the 
reports and human rights 
concerns. The EU's. anti- 
fraud office is also looking 
at them, and at claims of 
misconduct by senior man- 
Qger's. 





In this Sunday, March 20, 2016, file photo, the sun rises as migrants and refugees on a dingy arrive 
at the shore of the northeastern Greek island of Lesbos, after crossing the Aegean sea from Turkey. 


Even as criticism mounts, 
Frontex's powers are grow- 
ing. IN coming years, the 
agency is projected to swell 
to a 10,000-strong standing 
force, with armed officers 
and hi-tech surveillance 
equipment. Its budget has 
ballooned to 5.6 billion eu- 
ros ($6.7 billion) over the 
next seven years. 

In 2014, the year before 
the EU's migrant challenge 
hit its peak, the agency 
had an annual budget of 
around 100 million euros 
and had to request border 
staff from member coun- 
tries. 

Its role is expanding too. 
Recently, when the United 
Kingdom left the EU, It in- 
sisted that Frontex handle 
border controls at the air- 
port in the British territory of 
Gibraltar rather than Span- 
ish officers. 


But as Frontex's powers and 
duties grow, so does the 
need for oversight. 

"It is, In my view, the most 
important agency in the 
whole European Union. 
And with power and fund- 
ing comes responsibility, 
and of course safeguards 
and scrutiny,’ EU Migration 
Commissioner Ylva Johans- 
son told investigating EU 
lawmakers on March 4. 
Moreover, any failures at 
Frontex are an added em- 
barrassment for nations 
that for years have been 
deeply divided over who 
should take responsibility 
for people entering without 
authorization and whether 
other member states should 
be obliged to help out. 

‘In the absence of the 
EU agreeing on migra- 
tion management, what 
happens on the ground 
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firmly shapes how the EU Is 
viewed from the outside," 
Hanne Beirens, at the Mi- 
gration Policy Institute, told 
The Associated Press. 

The question is: who ex- 
actly is at the helm when it 
comes to Frontex? 

The agency is supervised 
by a management board 
of national interior ministry, 
police and border officials 
which establishes its work 
plan and operations. The 
Commission, which super- 
vises the respect of EU laws, 
has two of the 28 board 
seats. 

Leggeri, a French civil ser- 
vant named Executive Di- 
rector in 2015 just as hun- 
dreds of thousands of Syr- 
ian refugees were arriving 
in Europe, is tasked with 
carrying out the board's 
strategy. The posts of dep- 
uty director and a number 
of other senior positions are 
unfilled. 

On paper, Frontex is le- 
gally accountable to the 
27 member countries and 
the European Parliament. 
The Commission, through 
Johansson, has political but 
not legal responsibility for 
Frontex's actions. 
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Out on the sea, or at land 
borders, though, Frontex 
operations are controlled 
by the country whose fterri- 
tory they take place on. In 
the Aegean, where many 
pushbacks have been re- 
ported, that means the 
Greek coastguard. This is 
where the lines of responsi- 
bility get muddy. 

Frontex and Greece vehe- 
mently deny carrying out 
oushbacks, and the inquiry 
cleared the agency, al- 
though it did expose "moni- 
toring and reporting" fail- 
ures. But Leggeri requested 
twice last year that Athens 
probe the conduct of the 
Greek coastguard. 

He also told the EU lawmak- 
ers that when Turkey waved 
thousands of migrants 
through to its borders with 
Greece last March, Athens 
decided in an emergency 
measure "to make optimal 
use of the provisions on in- 
terception" to stop the at- 
tempted influx. 

That means, Leggeri said, 
“that in some cases the 
migrants’ boats can be in- 
structed not to stay in the 
territorial waters or not to 
enter.’ To some, that might 
appear to be the very defi- 
nition of a pUshback, and It 
begs the question: should 
Frontex comply when an 
order to intercept a mi- 
grant boat might actually 
be breaking the law? 
These blurred legal defini- 
tions, unclear lines of com- 
mand and the conflicting 
interests of coastal or inland 
EU member countries make 
the Frontex shio a complex 
one to command. 

German conservative law- 
maker Lena Duepont — a 
European Parliament "scru- 
tiny group" member — told 
the AP that there's plenty of 
room to improve "the man- 
agement ecosystem of the 
agency,’ especially the 
way Frontex is growing. 

"It's the first time that we 
have someone wearing 
Qa gun, someone wearing 
qa European uniform," as 
part of a standing corps 
rather than officers sent 
on request from member 
countries, she said. Fron- 
tex Is more "European than 
ever before, and this is a 
drastic change within the 
agency.'L) 
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MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers: 
Antigen & PCR-testing in the high-rise area; by walk-in and 
appointment. At your convenience! 


PALM BEACH — MedCare’s 
Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing 
Center is your best option 
for the post vacation CO- 
VID-19 test which is now 
required by the U.S. before 
returning home. All passen- 
gers coming to the United 
States, including U.S. citi- 
zens, are required to have 
a negative (antigen or 
PCR) COVID-19 test result 
maximum three days prior 
to boarding the flight, or 
documentation of recovery 
from COVID-19. MedCare's 
testing centers in and close 
to the hotels provide you 
with an easy and secure 
solution. At this moment we 
are the only lab that offers 
the more convenient and 
cheaper Antigen Test! 


MedCare Clinic, a high- 
quality medical clinic that 
is specialized in care for 
tourists and that has been 
appointed as the national 
COVID-19 clinic for tourists, 
and Laboratorio di Servicio, 
q full-service modern medi- 
cal laboratory with state- 
of-the-art equioment, have 


ry 
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partnered up to provide 
fast and reliable COVID-19 
testing to all. Laboratorio di 
Servicio is ISO-15189:2012 
accredited by the Dutch 
Council for Accreditation 
(M317). 

Just steps away from you 


The general Fit2Fly CO- 
VID-19 Testing Centers are 
located at the Cove Mall 
and at the Mill Resort, two 
locations at a stone's throw 
from your resort, condo- 
minium, or other vacation 
accommodation. Contact 
them to make an appoint- 
ment, or just walk-in when 
it is Convenient fo you. It 
is recommended that the 
tests are done timely, as 
the negative test is only ac- 
cepted if taken up to three 
days before boarding your 
flight. MedCare Fit2Fly Test- 
ing Center at the Cove 
Mall is opposite the Holi- 
day Inn and is open every 
day for walk-ins from 8am 
through 10em. MedCare's 
other location is situated 
at The Mill Resort, across 
the street from the RIU Ho- 
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tel and is open every day 
from 8:30am until 12:30om. 
Naturally, if you wish to ar- 
range an appointment for 
your tests before coming 
to Aruba this is also possible 
by contacting us. 


At your hotel 

For a selection of hotels/ 
resorts in Aruba, MedCare 
has setup Testing Centers 
on site. The hotels/resorts 
at which we have a testing 
site are: Divi All Inclusive, 
Divi Dutch Village, Divi Golf, 
Divi Phoenix, Divi Tamarijn, 
Hilton Aruba Caribbean Re- 
sort, Hyatt Regency, Renalis- 
sance, and the Ritz-Carlton 
Resort. Please contact your 
front desk for more informa- 
tion on our Testing Centers 
at these properties. 


Costs and timing 

Passengers must be tested 
with a viral test that could 
be either an Antigen Test 
or a nucleic acid amplifi- 
cation test (NAAT), such 
as the reverse transcription 
polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR). The costs for the An- 
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tigen Test are only $50, and 
the PCR Test Is available as 
well, for a higher charge of 
$125. At this moment, only 
MedCare offers the easier 
and substantially cheaper 
Antigen Test that is accept- 
able for travel to the USS. 
as per the CDC guidelines. 
Pre-travel testing is not Cov- 
ered by the Aruban visitor 
insurance. Please contact 
your insurance company to 
verify if testing costs are in- 





sured. Results are e-mailed 
to you within 24 hours of 
testing. 


Testing at home 

We also offer testing at your 
house/hotel room for a 
one-time extra fee of $120. 
This fee covers testing up to 
10 people (one appoint- 
ment, at one location and 
a specific time). Additional 
persons will be charged 
$10 per person. LJ 


To book your test in advance, please contact: 


Phone: +297 280 0630 
Email: info@medcare.aw 


For more information on MedCare Testing Centers: 
https://medcare.aw/en/covid-19-testing 





A8| LOCAL 
MONDAY 15 MARCH 2021 





ok 


2 daha nigra: ej 2 


ik = a= “Ta — 


r 


Ike’s Bistro unveils vegan smorgasbord 











EAGLE BEACH — lIke’s bistro at 
Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa 








surprises with an excellent, tasteful 
and varied vegan menu. Executive 
Chef Sandro Herold is obviously 
enthusiastic about the new offer- 
ings that fill up the place already. 
“People nowadays are a bit more 
conscious about what they eat. 
This menu offers a wide variety with 
creative vegan food items.” We 
asked some of the guests about 
their experience: “delicious”, “very 
tasty” “great food, great setting”. 
Even teens, in general not too fond 
of health food, applauded the of- 
ferings. “We did not even miss the 
meat”. Of course the restaurant 
also offers their extensive regular 
menu for the non-vegan guests 
containing all you wish From the 
Land or From the Sea. 


Vegan is hot now, says the chef, 
and we had that confirmed by sev- 
eral guests. Ike’s Bistro is an open 
air restaurant, located in the Man- 
chebo Beach Resort & Soa. Under 
a huge cabana with a view to the 
romantically lit pool of the resort 
you are seated in relaxed chairs 
and served by great waiters. And 
not unimportant: Covid-19 safe. 


Your senses are tickled because of 
the purity and freshness of the food 
items. YoU may choose for the un- 
known which is a_ three-course 
vegan chef tasting menu that can 
also be combined with a wine 
pairing. Or you select your choices 
from the menu. All dishes are 100% 
Vegan and are gluten-free unless 
labeled otherwise. Start with appe- 
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tizers like Vegan Fish Taco, Chick- 
oeas Tartare and Avocado, Spicy 
Buffalo Cauliflower Wings or Vege- 
table Tempura. Tomato Basil Soup 
or Lemongrass Carrot Ginger Soup 
are simply delicious as are the Aru- 
gula Jackfruit Salad or Mesclun 
Salad. For the main course pick 
your pick: Sesame Ginger Duck 
(contains gluten), Stuffed Corn 
Chips and Avocado, Grilled Fish 
Filet and Roasted Cauliflower or 
Truffle Porcini Risotto & Grilled Tofu. 
This heavenly healthy trio reaches 
its end destination with a scrump- 
tious dessert: Caribbean Snickers, 
a must-try! All of those choices em- 
brace your inner senses with their 
freshness and clear flavors. 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 


ARUBA FINEST TIMESHARE RESORT 


| Playa Linda Sales Office: Mon-Fri (Gam-4pm) 
sales(playalinda.com or call (+297)-586-1000 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-4544 


Vegan might be on the menu in 
many restaurants nowadays as 
‘the other option’, but here at |ke’s 
Bistro they celebrate vegan and 
you get hooked, that Is a promise. 
Passion, creativity, purity, dedica- 
tion to a concept and a beautiful 
setting take care of an enchant- 
ing experience. Vegans and non- 
vegans are welcome, Manchebo 
Beach Resort & Spa has got if alll 
covered. 


Manchebo Beach Resort & Soa —- 
Ike's Bistro 

J.E. lrausquin Boulevard 55 
Telephone +297 582 3444 
Ikesbistro.com 

Facebook Ike's Bistro 
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Weekly Promotions 








Gloria- Movies Dining En- 
tertainment & Play 

e Gloria is an enter- 
tainment destination. A 
place for people not only 
to watch movies but also 
have a night out whether 
that is eating dinner at the 
food court offering P.F. 
Chang's (Asian food), Ital- 
ian Mangiamo, enjoying 
drinks or watching a sport 
event at the sports bar Siz- 
zle, or do something with 
your family like see a movie 
and afterwards go to Star- 
bucks, Lettuce Eat Salad 
bar and Cold Fusion and 
for the children there’s Play 
& Stay play court. Gloria 
has something for every- 
one. 


° Open from 7:00AM 
— 10PM 

° Caya Dr. JEM Ar- 
ends, 

° Facebook Gloria 


- Movies Dining Entertain- 
ment & Play 


Pinchos Grill & Bar 

° Enjoy a unique ex- 
perience during sunset or 
at night over the clear blue 
waters of Aruba at this chic 
grill and bar on a pier. Spe- 
cialized on Grilled seafood, 
steaks and much more. All 
you need is a cocktail, a 
nice breeze, delicious food 
and great company! 

° 5 PM-—10PM 

° Surfside Marina, 
Oranjestad 

° Facebook: Pinchos 
Grill & Bar 








Alhambra Casino 


° Looking for exciting casino action? Then, step into Alhambra Casino. Discover 
a stylish and comfortable atmosphere with over 450 slot machines, a wide selection of 
table games and a friendly staff ready to assist you. See why Alhambra is a favorite of 
local players and out-of-town visitors. Make sure fo visit the Players’ Club fo sign up for 
FREE Membership and turn your play into instant rewards and enjoy daily promotions. 


Pull the handle or roll the dice and Good Luck! 
° Open from 9 AM- 11 PM 
° J.E. Irausquin Boulevard 47, Eagle Beach 


° Facebook Alhambra Casino or go to www.casinoalhambra.com 
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Weekly Specials at Do It Center 

° Need to go grocery shopping? Look no further! 
Go to Do It Center and we assure you will find every- 
thing you need under 1 roof. Fresh fruits & vegetables, 
great meat selection and most important affordable 
prices. Keep an eye out for their weekly specials. 

° 8 AM-8 PM 

° Shaba, Noord 

° Facebook Do it Center 


Farmers Market at Aruba Ostrich Farm 
° Yes, Aruba has Ostriches and these can be found 


at the Aruba Ostrich Farm. Take the whole family there 
and learn more about the ostriches and even be able 
to feed them. Upcoming Thursday March 18th, join their 
oopular farmer's market where you will find beautiful 
handmade jewelry and handicrafts from Aruban Artisans, 
fresh fruits and vegetables or even grab a bite at the bar 
or take home a memory form the souvenir art shop. 

° 10 AM-—2 PM 

° Aruba Ostrich Farm (Matividiri 57) 

° Facebook Aruba Ostrich Farm 
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Chef’s Garden by Papillon 
° Sometimes combining the best of the best Is a 
matter of all things falling into place. The stage: an Aru- 
ban cunucu house creating a magical ambiance. The 
play: The Secret Garden; a 6-course culinary voyage 
by a Michelin-trained chef from Belgium, Grief Van- 
brabant. The content: 100% local products from local 
farmers tuned into the most amazing dishes. 


° From 7 PM-— 10 PM, every Wednesday 
° In-home dining setting in the heart of Aruba 
° Facebook: The Secret Garden Aruba 
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Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we 
would like to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba fo me Is 
baie Send your picture with that text (in- 
cluding your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. Isn't 
that a special way to keep your best mo- 
ments alive¢ Please do note: By submitting 
ohotos, text or any other materials, you 





For today we received an amazing story 
from Amy (aka "Aruba Amy") from Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. 

She wrote: 


“Aruba to me is .....coming "home" to see 
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give permission to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of its affilated companies to use said ma- 
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compensa- 
tion. 


Last but not least: check out our website, 
Instagram and Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy reader every 
day again. 
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all of the wonderful friends who | have 
met over 25 years of coming fo the Island. 
Priceless memories and priceless friends- 
looking forward to many more! (Enjoyed 
meeting lobster friends in the photo at 
Taste My Aruba last week).” 
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Visit our sales office at Azure Beach Residences. 


= Exclusive Oceanfront residences with 180° views of the Caribbean 
oe and just a few steps from Eagle Beach. 


= www.azure-aruba.com 
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New support for food aid 
for Aruba, Curacao and 


Sint Maarten 


THE HAGUE- NETHERLANDS 
— At the suggestion of 
State Secretary Knops of 
the Interior and Kingdom 
Relations, the Dutch cabi- 
net is allocating an ad- 
ditional 15.2 million euros 
for the food aid program 
in Aruba, Curacao and 
Sint Maarten. The inhab- 
itants of the three islands 
have faced major chal- 
lenges since the COV- 
ID-19 pandemic and the 
consequent loss of tour- 
ism. The poverty problem 
has increased sharply on 
the islands. 


State Secretary Knops: 
“The cabinet has always 
been based on the prin- 
ciple that the Netherlands 
should not leave the most 
vulnerable people out in 
the cold. During my last 
working visit | experienced 
how dire the situation is in 










some places within our 
Kingdom. It is very impor- 
tant that the food aid pro- 
gram is continued in the 
coming period. ” 


Since May 2020, the 
Dutch cabinet has made 
money available for food 
aid in Aruba, Curacao 
and Sint Maarten. At the 
moment, a total of about 
80,000 people are heloed 
with food aid made pos- 
sible by the Netherlands. 





The Red Cross coordi- 
nates the food aid pro- 
gram. But a transition to 
Qa more structural form of 
the program is underway, 
under the responsibility of 
the three countries. With 
these funds, food aid is 
guaranteed until July 1, 
2021.) 


Source: rijkksoverheid.nl 
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Auto industry urges emissions deal weaker than Obama's 


By HOPE YEN and TOM KR- 
ISHER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A co- 
alition of automakers has 
told the Biden administra- 
tion if would agree fo raise 
mileage standards fo re- 
duce tailpipe emissions but 
with tradeoffs and at rates 
lower than those brokered 
by California with five 
other car manufacturers. 
If agreed to, the proposal 
could give President Joe 
Biden a quick win by secur- 
ing cuts in greenhouse gas 
emissions rather than wait- 
ing months, if not years, to 
legally undo a giant roll- 
back approved when Don- 
ald Trump was president. 
But environmental groups 
say the proposal doesn't 
go far enough to ward off 
the damaging effects of 
climate change and au- 
tomakers are rejecting 
tougher Obama-era stan- 
dards that they have the 
technology to meet. 

It also could result in two 
different sets of standards, 
one for California and the 
states that follow its rules, 
and another for the rest 
of the country. This could 
drive up vehicle prices. 
Asked Friday about the pro- 
posal, the White House said 
discussions with the auto 
industry on a fuel emissions 
standard were still early. It 
declined to comment on 
whether the administration 
would accept an agree- 
ment that falls below the 
California deal or Obama- 
era standards, stressing that 
tough requirements would 
be needed to get popular 
and less-efficient SUVs off 
the road. 

Under the plan, automak- 
ers would agree fo stricter 
standards in exchange for 
a '"multiplier’ that would 
give them additional credit 
toward meeting the stan- 
dards if they sell more elec- 
tric vehicles, three people 
with knowledge of the talks 
said. The deal would incen- 
tivize automakers to get 
more electric vehicles on 
the road, thereby reducing 
pollution, said the people, 
who spoke to The Assocli- 
ated Press on condition of 
anonymity to reveal inter- 
nal negotiations. 

The proposal would raise 





In this Feb. 6, 2020 file photo a Volvo car is parked behind the Volvo logo in the lobby of the com- 
pany's corporate headquarters, in Brussels. 


mileage and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
at a rate between Trump's 
rollback and = standards 
brokered by California in 
a 2019 agreement with 
five automakers — Ford, 
Honda, BMW, Volkswagen 
and Volvo — that is now 
followed by 13 states. 

Most other automakers, 
including General Motors, 
Toyota and Fiat Chrysler 


(now — Stellantis) backed 
Trump's rollback. They're 
among the automakers 


putting forward the new 
oroposal. The companies 
had no official comment. 
The Trump rollback — in- 
creased mileage require- 
ments by 1.5% per year 
from the 2021 through 2026 
model years. The California 
deal has 3.7% annual in- 
creases, while the Obama 
standards were about 5% 
annually. 

Under the Obama-era 
standards, automakers got 
double credit for fully elec- 
tric vehicles toward meet- 
ing their fuel economy and 
pollution requirements. That 
"multiplier’ was removed in 
the Trump rollback. 

The Trump administration 
had blocked California's le- 
gal authority to set its own 
standards under the Clean 
Air Act. The Biden adminis- 
tration is expected to take 
steps next month to undo 
that with a rule that envi- 
ronmental groups hope 
will pressure GUtomakers to 


agree to higher standards. 
A spokesman for the Cali- 
fornia Air Resources Board, 
which regulates pollution, 
wouldn't comment on the 
automakers’ proposal but 
said the agency “continues 
to advocate for the most 
rigorous vehicle standards 
possible." 

Delaware Sen. Tom Carper, 
chairman of the Environ- 
ment and Public Works 
Committee who has met 
with Biden over efficiency 
and vehicle emission stan- 
dards, has said the Cali- 
fornia agreement Is a use- 
ful starting point that he 
believes all automakers 
should join as the two sides 
negotiate longer-term stan- 
dards to go beyond model 
year 2026 fo fulfill the goals 
of the Paris climate agree- 
ment. 

Following the roadmap of 
GM's recently announced 
goal of making all pas- 
senger vehicles electric by 
2035, the coalition of auto- 
makers is pledging efforts 
to increase production of 
electric vehicles and hy- 
brids, the people said. 
Automakers argue that it's 
difficult to reach stricter 
standards because of con- 
tinuing Consumer demand 
for less-efficient SUVs and 
trucks, the top-selling vehi- 
cles in the country. By pro- 
moting more sales of zero- 
emission electric vehicles, 
which accounted for less 
than 2% of U.S. new vehicle 
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sales last year, the United 
States can achieve greater 
emissions reductions down 
the road. 

Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg, whose de- 
partment is overseeing 
a rewrite of Trump. anti- 
pollution rules along with 
the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency, has signaled 
openness fo granting in- 
dustry more credits for EV 
develoomert. 

The automakers’ proposal 
is being presented in hopes 
of having a_ preliminary 
deal by Earth Day, April 
22, when the administra- 
tion is expected to release 
broader emissions targets 
at a US.-hosted climate 
summit. It highlights the ob- 
stacles ahead for Biden, 
who during the campaign 
promised "ambitious" fuel 
economy standards that 
also support job creation. 
Transportation emissions is 
the single biggest U.S. con- 
tributor to climate change. 
The Alliance for Auto In- 
novation, a large industry 
trade group, deferred to a 
February statement saying 
it wants to work with the ad- 
ministration on making fuel 
economy = improvements 
soon, while strengthening 
the economy and benefit- 
ting Consumers. 

The Trump rollback of the 
Obama-era standards 
would require a projected 
29 miles per gallon in ‘real 
world" stop and start driv- 


ing by 2026. That's well be- 
low the requirements of 
the Obama administration 
rules that would have in- 
creased if to 37 mpg. 

The California deal with 
Ford and the other auto- 
makers has vehicles getting 
about 33 mpg On average, 
according to environmen- 
tal groups, after account- 
ing for credits for electric 
vehicles. 

Biden has said he would 
forcefully address climate 
change by returning to the 
Obama-era standards. 
"When the previous ad- 
ministration reversed the 
Obama-Biden vehicle 
standard and picked Big 
Oil companies over Ameri- 
can workers, the Biden- 
Harris administration will not 
only bring those standards 
back, we'll set new, ambi- 
tious Ones that our workers 
are ready to meet,’ Biden 
said in late January. 

Biden also has made boost- 
ing electric vehicles a top 
priority. He has pledged 
billions of dollars as part of 
an upcoming © infrastruc- 
ture and climate spending 
package to build 550,000 
charging stations over the 
next decade fo support 
such vehicles. 

In a letter to the White 
House late last month, two 
dozen environmental and 
green-friendly groups in- 
cluding the Sierra Club 
and Natural Resources De- 
fense Council urged ac- 
ceptance of nothing less 
than the Obama standards 
as part of a longer-term 
oath to make all new cars 
and light-duty trucks zero- 
emission by 2035. They de- 
scribed credits granted 
to automakers for electric 
vehicles as ‘loopholes’ that 
do little fo reduce emissions 
in the short term. 

“Not only are the automak- 
ers rejecting standards they 
agreed to 10 years ago, 
they are even refusing a 
weaker deal that five car- 
makers cut with California," 
said Dan Becker, a director 
at the Center for Biological 
Diversity. "The administra- 
tion should follow the sci- 
ence. We need to have 
much stronger national 
rules so we're not guilty of 
looking global warming in 
the eye and blinking." 
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Survivors struggle as scientists race to solve COVID mystery 


By LINDSEY TANNER 

AP Medical Writer 

There was no reason to 
celebrate on Rachel Van 
Lear's anniversary. The 
same day a global pan- 
demic was declared, she 
develooed symptoms of 
COVID-19. A year later, 
she's still waiting for them to 
disappear. And for experts 
to come up with some an- 
SWeIs. 

The Texas woman Is one of 
thousands of self-described 
long-haulers, patients with 
symptoms that linger or 
develoo out of the blue 
months after they first be- 
came infected with coro- 
navirus. Hers first arrived 
March 11, 2020. 

The condition affects an 
Uncertain number of survi- 
vors in a baffling variety of 
ways. 

"We're faced with a mys- 
tery," said Dr. Francis Col- 
lins, chief of the National 
Institutes of Health. 

Is if a Condition unique to 
COVID-19, or just a varia- 
tion of the syndrome that 
can occur after other in- 
fections? How many peo- 
pole are affected, and how 
long does It last? Is it a new 
form of chronic fatigue syn- 
drome — a condition with 
similar symptoms? 

Or could some symptoms 
be unrelated to their CO- 
VID-19 but a physical reac- 
tion to the upheaval of this 
past pandemic year — the 
lockdowns, quarantines, 
isolation, job losses, racial 
Unrest, political turmoil, not 
to mention overwhelming 
illness and deaths? 

These are the questions 
facing scientists as they 
search for disease markers, 
treatments and cures. With 
$1 billion from Congress, 
Collins’ agency is design- 
ing and soliciting studies 
that aim to follow at least 
20,000 people who've had 
COVID-19. 

“We've never really been 
faced with a post-infectious 
condition of this magnitude 
so this is unorecedented," 
Collins said Monday. "We 
don't have time to waste." 
With nearly 30 million U.S. 
cases of COVID-19 and 119 
million worldwide, the im- 
pact could be staggering, 
even if only a small fraction 
of patients develop long- 





Karla Jefferies stands in her kitchen in Detroit, Friday, March 5, 2021. 


term problems. 

Fatigue, shortness of breath, 
insomnia, trouble thinking 
clearly and depression are 
among the many reported 
symptoms. Organ dam- 
age, including lung scar- 
ring and heart inflamma- 
tion, have also been seen. 
Pinpointing whether these 
symptom are directly linked 
to the virus or perhaps to 
some preexisting condition 
is among scientists’ tasks. 

"Is it just a very delayed 
recovery or is If something 
even more alarming and 
something that becomes 
the new normal?" Collins 
said. 

There are a few working 
theories for what might be 
causing persistent symp- 
toms. One is that the vi- 
rus remains in the body at 
undetectable levels yet 
still Causes tissue or organ 
damage. Or it overstimu- 
lates the immune system, 
keeping it from returning 
to a normal state. A third 
theory: Symptoms _ linger 
or arise anew when the vi- 
rus attacks blood vessels, 
causing minute, Undetect- 
able blood clots that can 
wreak havoc throughout 
the body. 

Some scientists think each 
of these may occur in dif- 
ferent people. 

Dr. Steven Deeks, an in- 
fectious disease specialist 
at the University of Calli- 
fornia, San Francisco, said 
researchers first need to 
create a widely accepted 


definition of the syndrome. 
Estimates are ‘all over the 
map because no one Is de- 
fining if in the same way,’ 
he said. 

Deeks is leading one study, 
collecting blood and saliva 
samples from volunteers 
who will be followed for up 
To Two years. 

some people develop 
long-term problems even 
when their initial infections 
were silent. Deeks said 
some evidence suggests 
that those who initially get 
sicker from a coronavirus 
infection might be more 
prone fo persistent symp- 
toms, and women seem to 
develoo them more than 
men, but those observa- 
tions need to be confirmed, 
Deeks said. 

Van Lear says she was in 
great shape when she 
got sick. At 35, the subur- 
ban Austin woman had 
no other health issues and 
was a busy mother of three 
who often worked outf. First 
came a chest cold, then a 
high fever. A flu test came 
back negative, so her doc- 
tor tested for COVID-19. 
Soon after she developed 
blinding headaches, debili- 
tating fatigue and nausea 
so severe that she needed 
emergency room _ treat- 
ment. 

“| was very scared because 
no one could fell me what 
was going fo happen to 
me," Van Lear said. 

Over the next several 
months, symptoms would 
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come and go: burning 
lungs, a rapid heartbeat, 
dizzy spells, hand tremors 
and hair loss. While most 
have disappeared, she still 
deals with an occasional 
racing heartbeat. Heart 
monitoring, bloodwork and 
other tests have all been 
normal. 

Fatigue, fever, and no taste 
or smell were Karla Jefferies’ 
first symptoms after testing 
positive last March. Then 
came brain fog, insomnia, 
a nagging smell of some- 
thing burning that only re- 
cently disappeared, and 
intermittent ringing in her 
ears. Now she cant hear 
out of her left ear. 

Doctors can't find anything 
to explain it, and she bristles 
when some doctors dismiss 
her symptoms. 

“| understand that COVID 
is something that we're alll 
going through together but 
don't brush me off," said 
Jefferies, 64, a retired state 
worker in Detroit. 

As an African American 
woman with diabetes and 
high blood pressure, she 
was aft high risk for a bad 
outcome and knows she's 
lucky her initial illness wasn't 
more serious. But her persis- 
tent symptoms and home 
confinement got her down 
and depression set in. 
Political and racial unrest 
that dominated the news 
didn't helo, and church ser- 
vices — often her salvation 
— were suspended. She 
knows all that could have 
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contributed to her ill health 
and says listening to mu- 
sic — R&B, jazz and a little 
country — has helped her 
cope. 

Still, Jefferies wants to know 
what role the virus has 
played. 

‘im a year in, and to still 
from time to time have lin- 
gering effects, | just don't 
Understand that," Jefferies 
said. 

Jefferies and Van Lear are 
members of Survivor Corps, 
one of several online sup- 
port groups created dur- 
ing the pandemic and that 
have amassed thousands 
of members. Some are 
enrolling in studies to help 
speed the science. 

Dr. Michael Sneller is lead- 
ing one study at the NIH. So 
far, 200 have enrolled; they 
include survivors and a 
healthy comparison group. 
They are being given a se- 
ries of physical and mental 
tests once or twice a year 
for three years. Other tests 
are seeking signs of Oongo- 
ing inflammation, abnor- 
mal antibodies and blood 
vessel damage. 

Sneller said he's found no 
serious heart or lung tissue 
damage so far. He notes 
that many viruses can 
cause mild heart inflam- 
mation, even some cold 
viruses. Many people re- 
cover but in severe cases 
the condition can lead to 
heart failure. 

Fatigue is the most com- 
mon symptom in the coro- 
navirus group, and so far 
researchers have found no 
medical explanation for It. 
INsomnia is common, too — 
in both groups. Sneller says 
that's not surprising. 

‘The whole pandemic and 
lockdown affected all of 
Us," he said. "There's a lot of 
anxiety in the control group 
TOO.” 

Many have symptoms simi- 
lar to chronic disease syn- 
drome; and to a condition 
involving fatigue and think- 
ing difficulties that can de- 
velop after treatment for 
Lyme disease, a bacterial 
infection spread by certain 
TICKS. 

Researchers are hopeful 
that studies of long-term 
COVID-19 may yield an- 
swers to what causes those 
conditions, too.) 
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domestic surveillance 


By ERIC TUCKER and FRANK 
BAJAK 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration is not 
planning to step up gov- 
ernment surveillance of the 
U.S. internet even as state- 
backed foreign hackers 
and cybercriminals increas- 
ingly use it fo evade detec- 
tion, a senior administration 
official said Friday. 

The official said the admin- 
istration, mindful of the pri- 
vacy and civil liberties im- 
plications that could arise, 
is not currently seeking ad- 
ditional authority to moni- 
tor U.S.-based networks. 
Instead, the administration 
will focus on tighter part- 
nershios and improved in- 
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formation-sharing with the 
orivate-secftor companies 
that already have broad 
visibility into the domestic 
internet, said the official, 
who spoke to reporters on 
condition of anonymity. 

The comment was an ac- 
knowledgement of the 
fraught political debate 
surrounding domestic gov- 
ernment surveillance — 
nearly eight years after 
former National Security 
Agency contractor Edward 
Snowden triggered a scan- 
dal with leaked agency 
documents — and a rec- 
ognition of the challenges 
in balancing the growing 
cyber defense imperative 
against privacy concerns 


By Dave Green 
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Despite hacks, U.S. not seeking widened 


that come with steoped- 
Up monitoring. 

Foreign state hackers are in- 
creasingly using U.S.-based 
virtual private networks, or 
VPNs, to evade detection 
by U.S. intelligence agen- 
cies, who are legally con- 
strained from monitoring 
domestic infrastructure. 
The U.S. is also addressing 
a separate, far more wide- 
soread and indiscriminate 
hack that cyber sleuths 
blame on China and which 
became a global crisis last 
week. (_} 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $526k 
Oceanside $16,500 
Oceanview $15,500 
3BEDROOM 4S28k 

WRK. 451 GW S39k 

WRK. 452 OV 549k 

* Weeks 7 and |4-all views 
COLD Season 

2B Oceanfront 514k 

2B Oceanside 58k 

GV 56k OV S7k 
SJBEDROOM 313k 
Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM Season 

?- Bed OV $16500 

2B OF $26k 

IB OV S9k 

** Destination points $9 per 
Pom 

COLD Season 

2B Oceanfront 514k 
7BOV 59k 

l Bed $4k 

IB OF S9k 


La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 LUnites22 RC and 
Unit 41 2BC $6400 each week 
Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Week 27 and week 249 

Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 

(ther weeks also available 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

2 bedroom 

weeks 10 and 11] ground floor 

Week lO expires 2038 

Week Il expires 20357 


We Need Sellers!!! 


Costa Linda & Plava Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 





We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BLY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property, 





Contact: 
michelle@conciergerealty.com 


888-888-2204 Ext 109 
Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Michelle Donato 
ww facebook com/groups/MamottAnbaSurl! 
www facebook .com/groups/MamottAriba'Ucean 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Paradera Tel. 588 6638 

San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Almodovar returns to the female universe with Penélope Cruz 


ow 


By SIGAL RATNER-ARIAS 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Pe- 
dro Almodovar exposed 
all his vulnerability in the 
semi-autobiographical film 
"Pain and Glory.’ Now he 
returns his focus to women 
not only with the short film 
"The Human Voice", an Os- 
car hopeful that arrives this 
week in the United States, 
but with an upcoming mov- 
ie that reunites him with his 
muse Penélope Cruz. 
"Madres paralelas' ("Par- 
allel Mothers") will begin 
production on March 21 in 
Madrid "if the virus does not 
interfere," said the Spanish 
director, who took advan- 
tage of the confinement 
and wrote the script after 
his plans to shoot for the 
first time in the U.S. were 
thwarted by the pandemic 
last year. 

‘| return to the female uni- 
verse and to motherhood 
as well, which is a subject 
that has always fascinat- 
ed me. But in this case, 
the mothers that appear 
are very different from the 
ones Penélope has played 
before," Almodovar said 
in Spanish during a recent 
interview with The Associ- 
ated Press via Zoom from 
Madrid. 

‘These are very imperfect 
mothers and as an author 
that's what interested me 
the most, especially be- 
cause | have already done 
several self-sacrificing and 
heroic mothers," he said. 
"So this is a litthe bit about 
descendants, children, 
but also about ancestors, 
about family." 

That's not all he has in mind. 
Having shot his first English 
production with Tilda Swin- 
ton — an adaptation of 
Jean Cocteau's play ‘The 
Human Voice" — he plans 
another English-language 
short in a genre he hasn't 
explored yet: the Western. 
The thing is that making 
short films "has been very 
refreshing for me, like re- 
covering new ars," said Al- 
modovar. 

‘| have recovered a bit of 
that playful feeling that 
filming was for me in the 
first years, because | have 
allowed myself more free- 
dom than! have been able 
to afford lately." 


“OME Y 





Actress Penelope Cruz, left, and director Pedro Almodovar pose for photographers at the photo 
call for the film "Pain and Glory" at the 72nd international film festival, Cannes, southern France, 


on May 18, 2019. 


‘The Human Voice" opens 
Friday in northern Califor- 
nia, Miami and Chicago 
before expanding to other 
markets. 

Almodovar, 71, who had 
COVID-19 just before the 
quarantine began in Spain 
a year ago, spoke with the 
AP about the confinement 
of his protagonist in ‘The 
Human Voice," the techni- 
cal freedoms that he took 
in this film, as well as the 
role of streaming during the 
pandemic and his desire 
to work with "The Queen's 
Gambit's" star Anya Taylor- 
Joy. 

Answers have been edited 
for brevity and clarity. 

AP: You've been flirting with 
the idea of adapting "The 
Human Voice" for many 
years. Did the fact that the 
story unfolds in confine- 
ment had anything to do 
with the decision to make 
it now? 

ALMODOVAR: The truth is 
that | had it in mind before 
the confinement started, 
but the film is, besides the 
story of Ga woman desper- 
ate because of her lover's 
abandonment — that is 
confinement, the fact of 
not seeing the light at the 
end of the tunnel when 
someone is as madly in 
love as Tilda Swinton in the 
movie. It becomes a meta- 


ohor for this time, because 
she is confined first in the 
set that we have created 
as her house, but then that 
set is part of another closed 
space where she moves 
like a ghost, which is the 
studio where we filmed. 
AP: The camera leaves 
the walls of the apartment 
more than once to show 
the set and the equipment 
to represent the outdoors. It 
seems a nod fo the theater 
and an emphasis to the 
confinement in which we 
find ourselves. 
ALMODOVAR: As an ex- 
periment, | really wanted to 
get out of the set and show 
the matter of the cinemat- 
ographic artifice — the 
wood, the construction, 
the empty walls. But if was 
also not only a visual whim 
but for example, the fact 
that a woman Is on a ter- 
race looking at the skyline 
and we verify that there is 
no skyline but what there is 
a wall gives the impression 
that her loneliness is great- 
er, that she lives in the dark 
almost like a ghost. The fact 
of also having the (tele- 
oOhone) conversation — in 
motion with the earohones 
and not seeing who she Is 
addressing gives the char- 
acter a much greater feel- 
ing of loneliness. | tried to 
Unite something purely the- 
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atrical, which is the mono- 
logue, with something es- 
sentially cinematographic, 
which is the place where 
it is shot. It is not filmed the- 
ater, but it is theater within 
cinema. 

AP: Swinton delivers a mag- 
netic performance. What 
was it like working with her? 
ALMODOVAR: | was a little 
scared to work in English, 
but on the other hand it 
was also one of the rea- 
sons for making this short, 
the fact that it's 30 minutes 
was kind of an exercise to 
see if | was able to direct 
in English. But the truth Is 
that Tilda's intervention has 
been key because from 
the first rehearsals there 
was an incredible chem- 
istry between the two. We 
Understood each other 
from the first moment and | 
didn't feel that | was soeak- 
ing in a different language. 
Ultimately, the language 
we both spoke was the lan- 
guage of the cinema. 

AP: Your last short film was 
2009's "The Cannibalistic 
Councillor." How did it feel 
going back to this format? 

ALMODOVAR: You know, 
when | finished "Pain and 
Glory’ ... what | wanted to 
do and what | dreamed 
of was making this short 
film. It's not that | had lost 
my freedom while making 


“Pain and Glory," not at all. 
But the one hour and a half 
or two hours footage force 
you to do some things that 
you shouldn't have to take 
info account. | mean, be- 
ing 30 minutes, | allowed 
myself more freedom than 
in a feature film for a mere 
narrative fact. 

AP: Like getting off the set... 
ALMODOVAR: Of course. 
| wouldnt have been 
able to get off the set in 
a feature film, because it 
wouldn't make the sense it 
makes here. 

AP: You've always been 
an advocate for the big 
screen experience. Has the 
pandemic changed your 
perception of streaming? 
ALMODOVAR: No, but the 
truth is that streaming has 
filled the void left in me of 
not being able to go to the 
movies. In Madrid there 
are cinemas open, but the 
programming is very mod- 
est because the great films 
are hijacked by the stu- 
dios. Even so, | still go at 
least once a week. |m not 
such a fan of TV series, but 
the last one I've seen that 
| liked a lot is "The Queen's 
Gambit" and | absolutely 
adore the actress, who I've 
read in an interview wants 
to work with me and I'm go- 
ing to tell her yes. | will con- 
tact her fo fell her absolute- 
ly because she has an ap- 
pearance that's very inter- 
esting to me; she can be a 
thousand different charac- 
ters and she's a very good 
actress. | also follow faith- 
fully "The Crown," which Is a 
real soectacle. My struggle 
is that the model of the 
movie theaters does not 
disappear but coexist with 
the fiction on (streaming) 
platforms. It is very impor- 
tant fo be In a room where 
the screen is much larger 
than the house where you 
live in. Big movies, good 
movies, deserve to absorb 
you completely.) 
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Record-setting Saints QB Brees 
announces retirement at 42 


By BRETT MARTEL 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Saints 
quarterback Drew Brees, 
the NFL's leader in career 
completions and yards 
passing, has decided to re- 
tire after 20 NFL seasons, in- 
cluding his last 15 with New 
Orleans. 

‘Til The very end | exhausted 
myself fo give everything to 
the Saints organization, my 
team and the great City of 
New Orleans, Brees said 
in social media post on 
Sunday. ‘We shared some 
amazing moments togeth- 
er, many of which are em- 
blazoned in our hearts and 
minds and will forever be a 
part of us. 

"Lam only retiring from foot- 
ball. | am not retiring from 
New Orleans,’ he added. 
"This is not goodbye." 

The post also included a 
short video in which his four 
young children exclaimed, 
"Our dad is finally going 
to retire so he can spend 
more time with us!" 

The decision comes after 
the 42-year-old quarter- 
back won nine of 12 regu- 
lar-season starts while com- 
pleting 70.5% of his passes 
in 2020, and then won a 
wild-card round playoff 
game before New Orleans’ 
season ended with a divi- 
sional-round loss to even- 
tual Super Bowl champion 
Tampa Bay. 

Brees missed four games 
this season with multipole 
fractured ribs and a col- 
lapsed lung. If marked the 
second straight season 
Brees had to miss part of a 
season with an injury after 
missing just one game be- 
cause of injury in the previ- 
ous 13.In 2019, Brees missed 
five games because of a 
thumb injury on his throw- 
ing hand that required sur- 
gery. 

Saints coach Sean Payton 
said Brees had plenty of 
other injuries or ailments 
during his Saints tenure, 
but willed himself to play 
through them whenever 
possible. 

“Over the years his durabil- 
ity and availability is quite 
amazing. | can recall so 
many of these different in- 
juries," Payton said. "He's as 
courageous and as tough 


a player as I've ever been 
around.” 

Brees is the NFL's all-time 
leader in yards passing with 
80,358, although that mark 
will be Under threat next 
season by 44-year-old Tom 
Brady, who has 79,204 ca- 
reer yards passing. Brees’ 
571 career touchdown 
passes rank second behind 


$10 


Brady's 581. 

While Brees had dropped 
hints about his intentions, 
saying he considered him- 
self to be on "borrowed 
time," he declined to con- 
firm his plans until now. 

His retirement brings an end 
to a career that came to 
embody resilience and re- 
newal on multiple levels.L) 
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This Feb. 7, 2010, file photo shows New Orleans Saints quarter- 
back Drew Brees (9) celebrating with the Vince Lombardi Tro- 
phy after the Saints' 31-17 win over the Indianapolis Colts in the 
NFL Super Bowl XLIV football game in Miami. 
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Thomas lives on edge and rallies to win Players Championship 


By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

PONTE VEDRA ~~ BEACH, 
Fla. (AP) — Justin Thomas 
found the right time for a 
near-perfect performance 
to put a rough start to the 
year behind him, rallying 
from three shots behind 
with bold play to close with 
a 4-under 68 and win The 
Players Championship on 
Sunday. 

Thomas becomes only the 
fourth player to win a ma- 
jor, The Players Champion- 
shio, the FedEx Cup and a 
World Golf Championship, 
and it couldn't have come 
at a better time. 

He called it as good as he 
has ever played tee-to- 
green, and he needed it 
to outlast Lee Westwood, 
a hard-luck runner-up for 
the second straight week. 
Westwood birdied the final 
hole for a 72 to finish one 
shot behind. 

Thomas began the year 
with a barely audible anti- 
gay slur under his breath 
after missing a short putt. 
That led to one corporate 





Justin Thomas holds the trophy after winning The player Championship golf tournament Sunday, 
March 14, 2021, in Ponte Vedra Beach, 


sponsor dropping him and 
another giving him a pub- 
lic reprimand. The one time 
he had a chance to win, 
he learned his grandfather 
died before the final round 
of the Phoenix Open. 

He was shaken until Sunday 


at the TPC Sawgrass, where 
he took on every shot and 
delivered a gem. 

Thomas went birdie-birdie- 
eagle-birdie around the 
turn, and put away West- 
wood for good with a pair 
of lag putts from 50 feet — 
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one for birdie on the par-5 
16th to take the lead, an- 
other on the island-green 
17th for a par. 

Thomas still had one more 
shot before he was in the 
clear. He took on the water 
framing the left side of the 


18th fairway, the ball mov- 
ing right-to-left and bounc- 
ing straight off the crown 
of the first cut, safely in the 
fairway. 

His approach landed on 
the fringe — the first green 
he missed all day — leaving 
a simple two-putt for par 
and the 14th victory of his 
PGA Tour career. He returns 
to No. 2 in the world. 

"| fought so hard today," 
Thomas said. ‘It's probably 
one of the best rounds of 
my life tee-to-green. I've 
seen some crazy stuff hap- 
pen on TV in the past, and 
I'm glad to be on this side 
Oril.. 

All the crazy stuff came 
early. 

Bryson DeChambeau, 
coming off a win last week 
at Bay Hill, topped an iron 
off the tee on the par- 
4 fourth hole that went 
only about 140 yards until 
it plunked into the water. 
From 237 yards on a for- 
ward tee to a green pro- 
tected by water, he hit a 
slice with a 5-iron some 40 
yards right of the green.) 





Van der Poel solo win as Pogacar keeps Tirreno lead 
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Dutch Mathieu Van Der Poel cross the finish line to win the fifth 
stage of the Tirreno Adriatico cycling race, from Castellato to 
Castelfidardo, Italy, Sunday, March 14, 2021. 


CASTELFIDARDO, Italy (AP) 
— Mathieu van der Poel so- 
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loed to victory on the fifth 


stage of the weeklong Tir- 


reno-Adriatico race as Tour 
de France champion Tade|j 
Pogacar extended his 
overall lead to more than a 
minute on Sunday. 

Van der Poel attacked 
with more than 50 kilome- 
ters (31 miles) remaining 
of the 205-kilometer (127- 
mile) leg from Castellalto 
to Castelfidardo and the 
Dutch champion built up a 
lead of around three min- 
utes on the tough finishing 
circuit, which had to be 
covered four times. 

The chasing group was 
happy to let him go as 
he posed little threat to 
the overall standings but 
Pogacar made his move 
with 17 kilometers remain- 


ing and slashed the gap 
to finish just 10 seconds be- 
hind Van der Poel. 

Wout van Aert was third, 49 
seconds behind Van der 
Poel. 

| was riding completely on 
empty in the last few kilo- 
meters,’ Van der Poel said. 
"lL was told that Pogacar 
was coming close but | 
wasn't even able fo listen. 
| just wanted to reach the 
finish as fast as | could." 

It was a second victory in 
this year's race for Van der 
Poel after the Alpecin-Fenix 
rider also won stage three 
on Friday. 

Pogacar moved 1 minute, 
15 seconds ahead of Van 
Aert in the overall stand- 


ings. Mikel Landa is third, 
three minutes behind the 
Slovenian. 

“When | saw Wout van Aert 
suffering | went to try and 
get more time on GC but 
| never thought | would be 
anywhere close to catch- 
ing Van der Poel," Pogacar 
said. 

Monday's sixth and penul- 
timate stage is a 169-kilo- 
meter (105-mile) leg from 
Castelraimondo to Lido di 
Fermo. 

The race ends on Tuesday 
with an individual time trial 
in San Benedetto del Tron- 
to. "I'm super happy with 
the advantage | have over 
Van Aert now before the 
time trial," Pogacar said.) 


